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Abstract 

Air quality in a modern world is shaped by human activities. Man-made or anthropogenic 

pollution is a consequence of human activities. The effects of anthropogenic pollution on 

the air quality increased dramatically since the beginning of the industrial revolution. 

Recent Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change (IPCC) report found that warming of 

the Earth system after pre-industrial times is unequivocal and caused by anthropogenic 

activities. Particularly vulnerable to the effects of climate change and low air quality are 

the people living in the areas where the air quality standards are not regulated or enforced, 

such as those living close to the sources of pollutants’ emissions or in developing 

societies. In this talk, we will explain the basics of anthropogenic pollution and its effects 

on the current air quality over the globe. We will give examples of differences in the air 

quality in the developed and emerging societies, and open the discussion for the ethical 

considerations of life quality in today’s Anthropocene period. 
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